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Water the Elixir of Life...

A (ommunity Initiative

Cynad Lane in Kolar Gold Field in Karnataka is an area that is severely affected by the scarcity of drinking
water. There are 125 families in Cynad Lane who were spending Rs 250 to Rs. 300 each month to procure
water. Being families living below the poverty line this additional expenditure was driving them deeper into
poverty because they had to take loans. With the help of K6FWA a partner organization of the SCINDeA
Network, the water problem was analyzed and the hydrological department was contacted to decide on the
water point. As a result of this the process of installing a bore-well ...

with a pipe connection to every household was initiated. Every NIl

household family in that area contributed their labour to the digging of & s
pits for water connection o their homes.
Today all 125 families in Cynad Lane are getting safe drinking water. &%
Cooking is completed in time and family members are able to leave for i
work without any delay. Similarly children are no longer late for
school. The additional money of Rs. 250 300 which they were earlier * .
spending o procure water is now a saving. 2
A Water Management Committee of 11 members (5 males & 6 females)
has been formed to monitor the water distribution. Each of the 125 families contribute Rs. 10 per month
towards maintenance of the bore well and salary of the waterman whom they have appointed.
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Skill Training
“To-a certain extent our family needs are me...”

Abubakar Siddhiq, a young boy from Jameelabad village in
~ Pulicat, had a dream to learn driving and take care of his
& family needs. However due to poverty of his family, he could
# not afford to have formal training in driving by paying the fee
| required.

His dream was fulfilled by obtaining a driving certificate by
.l attending the driving classes organized by SCINDeA's local
& staff. Now his parents are proud of their responsible son as
| he earns Rs. 5,000/- every month. Previously his parents had
to borrow money with interest to meet their basic family
needs. Abubakar's new job has now changed that situation. To
put it in his own words, “To a certain extent our family needs
are met.." The family has started to repay the loan.

Abibbakar visualizes a bright and confident future for him and his poor parents.
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Self Help Groups

Women, Financial Freedom, and Family

Kolanchiammal found a new way of living after 15 years of her maried life.
Her husband's earning was insufficient o meet the educational needs of her
children and other family expenses. Their existence had become a struggle.

It was in this situation, that Kolanchiammal was motivated to join the women
Self Help Group (SHG), which improved her confidence. Her 10" standard
educational qualification earned her the facilitator job in the SHG. She
maintains all the accounts and the records of the members, for which she is
paid R 5/- by each member. This is an additional income to the money that *
she earns through the sale of milk by the cow that she bought from a loan
from SHG. She purchased an auto for her husband through a loan.

Kolanchiammal's family has been transformed through these new alternative
development programs. She is a self-sustained woman who has financial
freedom and her husband's attitude towards her has changed. He respects
and accepts her new and changed role in the family.





