Income Generating Activities
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From Shame and Fear to a Dignified LifeI

The shame, fear, and the emotional disturbances of the children of Palanisamy are a direct fall out of the
unavailability of toilet facility in their village Ammasamudram. Since their house was situated just behind a
public school they were not able to relieve themselves. Palanisamy was aware of the physical torture of his
children, but the inability to respond to his children's problem, only added to
Palanisamy's agony. His irregular job (just one or two days per week) could not help
him any way.

In this context, SCINDeA intervened in two ways - constructing toilets in his village -
for each household and distributing goats. Palanisamy received two goats which have &=
multiplied to ten at present. His financial status has improved by selling of these
goats.

His children and other family members use the toilet regularly. Palanisamy says,
“Access to this basic need has not just changed our daily life style but has brought
dignity to my children's lives. Now, they go o school with pride.”

The construction of toilets has resulted in their personality growth, reduced health risks, and has become
a source of encouragement to others.
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Income Generating Activities

Kolar Gold Field is a place where ex-miners have lost their livelihoods
through the closure of gold mines. The surviving families have to
travel 10 Km to Bangalore in search of employment. In such situations
women are most vulnerable and have joined the domestic work sector.

KGFWA a partner of the SCINDeA Network works in the RD block in
Kolar Gold Fields. In RD block there are 24 families who live below the
poverty line. From the 24 families 9 of the women have come together
to be involved in sanitary pad making. The women were trained in how
o make sanitary pads. A machine has been installed in the field
office. Today the group of 9 women are able to make approximately S
3000 pads every month and earn Rs. 1000/- per month. The sanitary S8
pads are being sold under the labe of “Women free safety pad”.

Women have regained their confidence and are happy that they are able fo contribute not only o their
homes but also to help women to promote their personal health and hygiene.




