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The Issue of Compensation for Death
(ollective Struggle: A Weapon 1o Affirm Rights

Avoodayammal of Pathnalam village of Pappayapuram in Tirunelveli District, is a confident woman now,
because she knows that she is not alone in her fight to claim her rights.

Both Avoodayammal and her husband, Muthukumaran were quarry workers in Ahamad Khan Quarry of
Pappankulam. Muthukumaran lost his life in an accident in the quarry while he was at work.
Avoodayammal's pleas could not move the hearts of the management of the quarry to sanction financial
compensation for her husband's death.

. The quarry workers' union, under the leadership of SCINDeA's local
organizers, refused to receive the body after the postmortem since no
. compensation was promised and paid. This collective struggle and voice
& resulted in the management agreeing to pay Rs 6 lakhs to
, Avoodayammal's family which created the possibility of a new life for
If; her son and daughter as both continue their higher studies.

g This success has created a sense of belonging in the community.
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Reclaiming the Land

Landlord Subramanyam Naidu thought that he can suppress the rights
of 65 families of Mitta Harijanawada in Chittoor District, Andhra

Pradesh. But to his shock they raised their voices to reclaim their g
land. He had occupied portion of their land (about 4.65 acres) for a
number of years and had planted mango trees. The Dalits were
shocked to learn that Subramamnyam had filed a case against them in §
the court.

The shocked Dalits organized themselves along with Mandal Level
Federation of Dalits and approached the court for justice. Their S8
patient agitation and fight for justice did not fail. The court ordered §
the encroacher to vacate the land he was occupying. Through the
government authorities the land was re-distributed to the original
title holders.

The achievement of the united Dalit force is not just reclaiming their land, but they are also reclaiming
their right and power to own, live, and cultivate their land.




